LANDSCAPE PRESERVATION TOOLS

Great news! Your great aunt, Janet Bucknell, the oldest serving member of a pioneering family, whom you have never met, just died and left you 10 square miles (6,400 acres or 2,590 hectares) of land that lies due south of the mining town of Randsburg, California. Your property lies along the west side of Randsburg Mojave Road, 10 miles north of California City. In fact, Bucknell Road encompasses the land to the west and the Randsburg Mojave Road to the east. Given that you enjoy your urban lifestyle here in the Victor Valley, you don't want to live on the land. You have taken everything studied in environmental science to heart and now wish to preserve this land. Your task is to figure out what is the best way to do so.

First, find out where the land is and why someone might wish to preserve it. 

· What goals are most important to you? (Briefly list 2-3 of your chief goals.)
· What action or actions could you take that would be in the best interests of the current tenants of the land, wild and otherwise? (Briefly list 2-3 of those actions.)
Next, look into the current ways that you can use to preserve land in the United States (i.e. designation as national park/national monument, or wilderness; management by the US Forest Service or the Bureau of Land Management; working with the Nature Conservancy; or another private entity that is working at preserving nearby lands). After looking into your available options, pick an entity that you wish to work with, then, research the entity by answering the following questions about it:
1. Was there a law, which directly or indirectly started the agency/entity, and if so or if not, what year did the entity it come into existence?
2. What is the main purpose of the agency/entity? 

3. What is the current acreage and/or percent of US and/or the state of California managed by the agency/entity?
4. What are the management goals of the agency/entity?
Put together a short, written report with your research findings along with your decision(s). Keep a copy for yourself and send one to me.

