APES- “Erin Brockovich” Video- Guided Viewing Questions



Name: __________________________________

Answer in complete sentences using specific examples from the movie.

1) What does it mean to be a PRO BONO case? 

2) What CITY and STATE were the Plaintiff’s in Erin’s Special case?

3) Who were the defendants in the case? (What was the name of the company?)

4) What substance had contaminated the water supply? What are some of the potential effects of consumption of the substance?

How many kinds of Chromium are there?_______________

Which kind of Chromium is toxic? _________________

Why did the electric company use the Hexovalent Chromium? (What was it used for?)

5) Where does the toxin enter the food chain? How does it impact the environment?  

6) The chemistry professor mentioned that the Hexovalent Chromium can cause problems for children of parents that are exposed to the toxic substance. How did he say it was possible and explain what he means?

7) List at least THREE of the different medical conditions of the THREE DIFFERENT plaintiff’s in this case.

a) 

b) 

c) 

8)  Why did the doctors tell the families in Hinkley that the chromium didn’t have anything to do with their health problems? 

9) Why did PG & E tell the families in Hinkley about the Chromium at all if they knew it was toxic?

Research: Consider the film, then research and briefly describe THREE environmental laws that may be specific to the case in question.

a) 

b)

c) 

Conclusion: Write a “newspaper article” stating the facts of the events of the movie. Make sure you include details, names and places. The article should include: who, what, when, why, where and how. 

