APES- Guns, Germs, and Steel Review Questions

1. Why do some countries have an abundance of wealth and riches while others have remained poor for most of their history?

2. Why do you think areas like North America, Europe, and Asia have some much technological development and wealth while huge continents like Africa have high rates of poverty and disease and remain relatively undeveloped?

3. What theories do you have about why most of the wealth in the world is found in areas north of the Tropic of Cancer (23.5 degrees N. LATITUDE?)

4.  How did the development of steel help civilizations gain power? 

5.  What were the common weapons of war 500 years ago? 300 years ago? 100 years ago? 50 years ago? 

6. What weapons do you think have had the most impact on warfare throughout history?

7. Most deaths in children under age 5 are due to: 

a. infectious diseases and malnutrition

b. premature birth/birth defects

c. accidents

8. True or False: At least 40% of the deaths in children under age 5 that occur worldwide 
each year could be prevented by administering existing vaccines to young 
children.

9. List what you believe are the 5 most deadly infectious diseases worldwide.

1.  As a person living in the U.S., would you expect to suffer from the infectious diseases that are the top killers worldwide? Why? 

12. In an age where so much medical technology is available, particularly in the form of medications and vaccines, why do you think so many people are still dying from preventable diseases? 

13.  How does it make you feel when you think about people in developing countries dying from these types of diseases at alarmingly high rates? 

14. Who should be responsible for helping to eradicate these diseases? Why?

